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Advancing Rapidly Toward 
Construction
ReNuAL continues to make rapid progress toward the 
start of construction. In November 2014, the conceptual 
designs of the new Insect Pest Control Laboratory, 
Flexible Modular Laboratory and linear accelerator 
bunker for the Dosimetry Laboratory were completed as 
scheduled. These designs provide a preliminary view of 
the structure of the buildings and their potential cost.

The next step is the refinement and completion of these 
designs with all the details required for construction, 
which will also yield the final cost estimates for the new 
buildings. The design process will be completed with the 
objective of keeping to ReNuAL’s €31 million budget. 

The process to procure the required design services 
began in December 2014, with the contract expected 
to be awarded in March 2015. This would allow for the 
completion of the designs in mid-2015, at which point 
bids for the construction contract could be solicited, with 
construction to begin in the fourth quarter of 2015. This 
schedule would ensure completion of the new buildings, 
as planned, by the end of 2017.

Bids for construction can only be sought, however, 
if the necessary funds for construction are pledged 
or available. It is essential, therefore, that these 

commitments be made by 1 May 2015 to allow ReNuAL 
to remain on schedule. Delays in receiving these 
commitments will delay completion of the project, with 
negative cost implications.

Giving Shape to the Seibersdorf 
Site
The contract that provided for the development of the 
conceptual designs of ReNuAL’s new buildings also 
included the creation of a site development plan for the 
project to identify the land on the Seibersdorf site to be 
used for the new Insect Pest Control Laboratory (IPCL) 
and Flexible Modular Laboratory (FML). This plan 
was completed in October and took into account the 
identified needs of the other departments in Seibersdorf 
to ensure that the new buildings to be constructed under 
ReNuAL would not interfere with any other planned 
development on the site.

In connection with this, various options for locating the 
new IPCL and FML on the site were examined, and 
an architectural and engineering firm was engaged 
to conduct a cost-benefit analysis to identify the best 
option. This analysis determined that the IPCL and FML 
should be built in the greenfields on the southwest of 
the Seibersdorf site, as is shown below. 
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Building in the greenfields ensures that construction 
will not disrupt the ongoing operations of the NA 
laboratories on the east of the site, and it will facilitate 
completion of the new buildings by 2017. Additionally, 
the development of the west of the site that includes 
the establishment of necessary technical and traffic 
infrastructure will provide long-term benefits by 
supporting any future development in this area. 

Resource Mobilization Further 
Accelerates
During the November meeting of the Agency’s 
Board of Governors, four Member States announced 
extrabudgetary contributions to ReNuAL. Germany 
announced a €1.3 million cash contribution for the 
procurement of equipment that is urgently needed by 
the laboratories and that can immediately be used in the 
existing facilities. Switzerland also announced a cash 
contribution of €230 000 to fund equipment. Indonesia 
announced an additional cash contribution of €20 000, 
to be used as needed to support the project. The United 
States also provided a €750 000 cash contribution to 
fund the next stage in designing the Insect Pest Control 
Laboratory.

Regarding other equipment needs, Agency staff held 
meetings with manufacturers of linear accelerators to 
discuss possibilities for establishing partnerships that 
could include acquisition of an accelerator at reduced 
or no cost for the new Dosimetry Laboratory bunker to 
be constructed. The discussions were positive and will 
continue in the months ahead.

A donor package describing 
the elements of ReNuAL in 
detail as well as their funding 
requirements was completed 
in December 2014 and made 
available to Member States 
during a Technical Briefing held 
on 15 December. This package 
includes the equipment list for 
ReNuAL, but does not address 
elements to be implemented 
or additional equipment to be 
procured under ReNuAL Plus.

The package will be updated as needed to ensure 
that potential donors can obtain the most recent 
information on the project. The package can be 
obtained in hard copy form by sending a request to 
nuclearapplications@iaea.org, or electronically 
through the ReNuAL website:  
www-naweb.iaea.org/na/renual.

Biosafety Level 3 Capabilities 
Successfully Secured
The IAEA has been granted permission by the Austrian 
Agency for Health and Food Safety (AGES in German) 
to use a new biosafety level 3 laboratory under 
construction at an AGES facility in Mödling beginning 
1 July 2015. Access to this facility will provide the 
IAEA with new capacities that are required to respond 
to emerging Member State demands in the area of 
transboundary animal diseases.

The IAEA received this permission following 
consultations with AGES and Austrian authorities, and 
after a review of a 2004 Memorandum of Understanding 
currently in place between the IAEA and AGES. The 
review found that no changes to the memorandum were 
required for AGES to allow the IAEA access to its facility 
in Mödling. Only the memorandum’s technical annex will 
require revision to ensure the IAEA has the necessary 
flexibility to address diseases and issues of current and 
emerging importance to Member States. 

While this access will help address some of the IAEA’s 
immediate needs for biosafety level 3 capabilities, the 
IAEA, AGES and Austrian authorities will continue to 
explore the possibility of an IAEA-owned facility on the 
AGES campus in Mödling in the months ahead.

A Year of Great Progress
The ReNuAL project officially began only on 1 January 
2014, and from this date rapid and substantial progress 
was made throughout the year from planning to project 
implementation and resource mobilization. The project’s 
feasibility study was completed in February, and based 
on this study the Strategy for the Renovation of the 
Nuclear Applications Laboratories in Seibersdorf was 
developed and presented to Member States in June. The 
addendum to the strategy that established ReNuAL Plus 
was released in September, and the groundbreaking 
ceremony was held in Seibersdorf that same month. 

This marked the transition from planning to 
implementation, and significant steps have since been 
taken. As reported above, the site development plan and 
conceptual designs, as well as the donor package, were 
completed in the fourth quarter of 2014. 

The efforts made in 2014 helped to raise approximately 
€3 million for ReNuAL, with over €2 million of this total 
pledged in the fourth quarter alone. This provides good 
reason for optimism as the project moves into 2015. 
Accordingly, the ReNuAL team wishes to thank all 
Agency staff and Member States that helped to make 
possible the progress achieved in 2014, and the team 
looks forward to reporting the greater advancements to 
come in 2015.
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